
April 22, 2021 

Good afternoon,   

Please see the following message that our office has received today from Toronto Public Health 

for Places of Worship and Gathering. Please continue to update yourself at COVID-19 Guidance: 

Faith-Based Organizations – City of Toronto for any revisions to the provincial regulations. 

Toronto Public Health 

City of Toronto  

At this critical time in the pandemic, Toronto Public Health recommends against indoor in-

person religious gatherings and instead strongly encourages virtual services in order to reduce 

the spread of COVID-19 and ensure that everyone can participate safely.  

The province has legislated mandatory rules with respect to religious gatherings under Ontario 

Regulation 82/20, as amended, issued under the Reopening Ontario Act. The provincial 

legislation provides that no person shall attend a gathering for the purposes of a religious 

service, rite, or ceremony of more than 10 persons. The provincial rule does not turn on "per 

room" or "per building" language. Rather, the provincial requirement is that any religious 

service, rite, or ceremony be limited to 10 persons. If more than one service/gathering takes 

place at a facility at the same time, they must be bona fide separate and distinct 

services/gatherings. There are also additional general restrictions, including rules around 

physical distancing and face coverings/masks. The City expects that all places hosting religious 

services comply with all applicable provincial rules.  

Toronto Public Health strongly discourages multiple services being held at the same time and 

asks that Toronto's places of worship do their part in helping to reduce the spread of the very 

contagious and severe variants of COVID-19. This would include hosting virtual services, 

limiting gatherings as much as possible, ensuring adequate distancing, masking, and 

ventilation if a gathering is necessary, and limiting duration of any necessary gatherings.  

Applicable sections of the provincial regulations which relate to places of worship. 

SCHEDULE 4 

ORGANIZED PUBLIC EVENTS, CERTAIN GATHERINGS IN SHUTDOWN ZONE 

Gatherings, Stage 1 areas 

1. (1) Subject to sections 2 to 4, no person shall attend, 

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-reopening-recovery-rebuild/covid-19-reopening-guidelines-for-businesses-organizations/covid-19-guidance-faith-based-organizations/
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-reopening-recovery-rebuild/covid-19-reopening-guidelines-for-businesses-organizations/covid-19-guidance-faith-based-organizations/
http://www.toronto.ca/
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/200082#BK6


(a)  an organized public event that is held indoors; 

(b)  a social gathering that is held indoors, including a social gathering associated with a 

gathering described in clause (d); 

(c)  an organized public event or social gathering that is held outdoors, including a social 

gathering associated with a gathering described in clause (d); or 

(d)  a gathering, whether indoors or outdoors, for the purposes of a wedding, a funeral or 

a religious service, rite or ceremony of more than 10 people. 

(2) A person attending an organized public event, social gathering or a gathering for the 

purposes of a wedding, a funeral or a religious service, rite or ceremony shall comply with public 

health guidance on physical distancing. 

(3) For greater certainty, subsections (1) and (2) apply with respect to an organized public event, 

social gathering or a gathering for the purposes of a wedding, a funeral or a religious service, rite 

or ceremony, even if it is held at a private dwelling 
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